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An Analysis of the Four-Dimensional Factors Affecting the Operation of Frontier Economy

YANG Ming-hong

(National Centre for Borderlands Ethnic Studies in Southwest China, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650091;
Center for Tibetan Studies, Sichuan University, Chengdu, 610064)

Abstract:The nature and characteristics of frontier economy are different from those of non-frontier areas,
because it has its internal logic which is different from those of non-frontier areas, and the internal logic is
determined by the characteristics of frontier areas and the special situation that frontier areas face. The study of
frontier economy mainly includes the operation and development of frontier economy and its characteristics.
The important way to explain frontier economy is to interpret the economic, political, historical and institutional
factors of influencing mechanism of frontier economy. Comparatively independent investigation of these factors
on the operation and development of frontier economy and its characteristics will form the explanatory dimension
of frontier economy. Economic factors are the key factors affecting economic operation and development in border
areas. The historical factor is also a fundamental factor. The problems affecting the frontier economy are often left
over from the history. The influence of political factors on frontier economy, however, cannot be underestimated,
sometimes become the first factor. As for institutional factors, most of them are associated with historical factors.
The special history of frontier areas has an important impact on the institutional innovation in frontier areas and
the social conditions needed to realize institutional innovation, but institutional factors are still considered as an
independent factor.

Keywords:Frontier Economy, Economic Factors, Historical Factor, Political Factors, Institutional Factors
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