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On the Influence of Marxism on the Early Formative Stages of International Relations from a
Historical Perspective of IR Thinkers’ Understanding of Imperialism

LI Tao
(Research Institute of BRI, Institute of International Relations, Yunnan University, Kunming, 650091)

Abstract: The first forty years of the 20th century was an era of formative development of the early discipline
of international relations and an extraordinary wealth of Marxist political thought. A study of the extensive insights
of four prominent international relations thinkers on the important research theme of imperialism reveals that
these international relations thinkers explicitly adopted the Marxist tenets of Historical Materialism, Concentration
of Capital, Class Conflicts and Instrumentalism, Capitalist Exploitation and Socialism as key elements of their
international theories. Marxism, as a fundamental theoretical force, played an unrecognized but fundamental role
and influence on the formation and development of early international relations and on the political thought of
international relations thinkers.
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